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SUMMARY

This study proposes a framework for establishing a national curriculum
development system led by the National Education Commission. To achieve
this, it analyzed the existing national curriculum revision system and
international examples, collected opinions from domestic experts, and
examined the issues, concepts, and roles of the national curriculum. Based on
these findings, the study introduced a model centered on the National
Education Commission. Experts identified several issues in curriculum
development, including a lack of communication between general and specific
curriculum, ineffective  decision-making processes, and insufficient
mechanisms for gathering input. As improvements, they suggested reinforcing
the National Education Commission system, designating an education research
center, broadening the range of participants, and ensuring adequate time for
curriculum development and adjustments.

Key issues in curriculum development included optimizing curriculum
content, maintaining consistency in content structure and achievement
standards, and addressing communication and coordination challenges during
the development of subject-specific curricula. Additionally, unique issues arose
across various educational levels, including early childhood, elementary,
middle, high school, special education, and vocational education.
Fundamentally, the national curriculum serves as a general educational
standard at the national level and a means to achieve societal goals,
embodying the values that society aims to pass on to the next generation. It
has the characteristics of administrative authorization type, teacher
authorization type, and student authorization type. To enhance this structure,
the study proposed elevating the Curriculum Policy Division within the

National Education Commission to a ‘Curriculum Policy Bureau and
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expanding it into three divisions: the ‘Curriculum Policy Division,” the
‘Curriculum Development Division,” and the ‘Curriculum Research and Analysis
Division.’

Specifically, the study recommended establishing a National Education
Curriculum Research Center under the Commission and implementing a
collaborative management system with the Ministry of Education (TF team) for
efficient curriculum revision management. For thorough review and feedback
before curriculum deliberation, expanding the monitoring group and
reorganizing the expert committee were also seen as necessary. Additionally,
the national curriculum development system was reviewed by categorizing
revisions into comprehensive and partial revisions: cases where only the
general curriculum is revised, only the specific curriculum is revised, or both
the general and specific curricula are partially revised at the same time. For
comprehensive revisions, a revision cycle of approximately 10 years was
suggested. For periodic revisions, a fast-track approach was recommended,
aligned with the structure and procedures of comprehensive revisions. In this
framework, a periodic revision of the general curriculum would take about one
year, a periodic revision of the specific curriculum six months, and a
simultaneous revision of both the general and specific curricula approximately
18 months.

This study suggests that establishing a new national curriculum development
system centered on the National Education Commission will require
organizational restructuring and an increase in the available budget.
Furthermore, the study emphasizes that curriculum revisions should be
conducted with a focus on long-term impact and effectiveness. Comprehensive
revisions should aim to set future educational directions, align with the
national education development plan, maintain close connections with the
educational ecosystem, and follow a 10-year revision cycle. To achieve these

goals, it is essential to adopt a long-term approach to governance, foster



public consensus and agreement on standards for appropriate learning volume,
establish a virtuous cycle for monitoring and feedback, create a permanent
public forum for curriculum revisions, and strengthen the coherence between
the general curriculum and specific curriculum.

In conclusion, this study emphasizes the need to reform the national
curriculum development system centered on the National Education
Commission and to establish an efficient and sustainable curriculum
development system through the participation and close cooperation of
various stakeholders. This will enable the national curriculum to respond

flexibly to social changes and support the growth of students.
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